DIPLOMATIC TAX EXEMPTION PROGRAM E }I M

OFFICE OF FOREIGN MISSIONS

These are samples of the tax exemption cards issued by the U.S. Department of State to certain foreign government personnel and offices. The
plastic cards, which are the size of credit cards and have a hologram, are valid nationwide and in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. Cards are
used at the point of sale for exemption from state and local sales, restaurant, lodging, and similar taxes normally charged to customers. Some
cards have restrictions on tax-free purchases. See explanations below. Tax exemption cards are not valid for exemption from taxes on telephones,
other utilities, gasoline purchases or automobile purchases. Cards are not transferable; only the person whose photograph appears on the front
side of card may use it.
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Under the authority of the Foreign Missions Act, (22 USC 4301 et seq.), Tax Exemption Cards are issued to certain official personnel from foreign countries who are stationed in the United States while working as diplomats,
consular officers, or staff members at foreign embassies and consulates, and other organizations such as the United Nations.

Tax exemption is a treaty obligation of the United States under Article VI of the Constitution. The United States is a party to various treaties and agreements which recognize diplomats as official, duly accredited
representatives of foreign sovereign countries. Under international law, sovereign countries cannot impose certain taxes on accredited diplomats or other representatives of foreign countries.




